II.

MODERN CHRISTENDOM IJST THE LEVANT.

The following Extracts are translated from an Article

written by M.   JOHN   NINET,  a   Belgian   Vice-

*   Consul,  and Acting   Consul at Alexandria,  and

published in   the Brussels "Revue Trimestrielle"

July 1863.

No doubt that, from a Christian point of view, and
taken in the abstract, certain usages of Eastern
peoples present themselves to'European criticism
as real defects and as great vices; but with a little
more of evangelical charity, perhaps, we should
judge them less severely. We should take more
into account the influences of origin and climate,
and the material necessities and social obligations
derived from these usages; we should take into
consideration men and circumstances ; we should he
able to distinguish what is good; and in finding an
explanation of what shocks our observation, we should
be less harsh in attacking, and more sincere in our